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COMMISSIONERS COURT 
MAY 6, 2008 

 
 

STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF ROCKWALL 
 
  BE IT REMEMBERED THERE WAS HELD A WORKSHOP 
MEETING OF THE COMMISSIONERS COURT ON THE ABOVE DATE WITH 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE COURT PRESENT: 
 

CHRIS FLORANCE  COUNTY JUDGE 
  JERRY WIMPEE  COMMISSIONER PCT #1 

LORIE GRINNAN  COMMISSIONER PCT #2  
BRUCE BEATY  COMMISSIONER PCT #3 
DAVID MAGNESS  COMMISSIONER PCT #4 
LISA CONSTANT  COUNTY CLERK 
 

JUDGE FLORANCE CALLED THE WORKSHOP MEETING TO ORDER AT 

8:30AM.  COMMISSIONER GRINNAN WAS NOT PRESENT. 

 DISCUSSION OF FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS:  JUDGE FLORANCE CHOSE TO WAIT UNTIL 

COMMISSIONER GRINNAN ARRIVED TO DISCUSS THIS ITEM.  

 DISCUSSION OF OPEN SPACE PLANNING AND STEERING 

COMMITTEE:    COMMISSIONER WIMPEE SUGGESTED THAT EACH 

MEMBER OF THE COURT RECOMMEND REPRESENTATIVES WHO WILL 

BE A PART OF THE PROPOSED STEERING COMMITTEE WHICH WILL 

MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE COURT ON OPEN SPACE 

PLANNING. 

 DISCUSSION OF PLANNING FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS:   

COMMISSIONER BEATY REVIEWED THE STEPS THAT HAVE BEEN 
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TAKEN FOR BUILDING THE NEW JUSTICE CENTER.  THE PROCESS 

STARTED IN 1998 WITH A STUDY DONE BY F&S, GETTING APPROVAL 

FROM THE VOTERS TO BUY LAND AND ENDING WHEN PRESENTED 

TO THE VOTERS TO BUILD THE FACILITY.  COMMISSIONER WIMPEE 

STATED THAT A COURTHOUSE IS A MANDATORY REQUIREMENT JUST 

LIKE ROADS ARE MANDATORY.    

**COMMISSIONER GRINNAN ARRIVED AT 8:50AM** 

 DISCUSSION OF FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

(RE-ADDRESSED):  BOYD LONDON AND MARTY LILJEKVIST OF FIRST 

SOUTHWEST PRESENTED TO THE COURT A PROPOSED FINANCIAL 

PLAN FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AND THE SUBSEQUENT TAX 

IMPACT.  THE $100M ROAD BOND PACKAGE AND THE $30M JUSTICE 

CENTER WERE REVIEWED.   

 DISCUSSION OF PLANNING FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS (RE-

ADDRESSED):  JUDGE FLORANCE STATED THE A JUSTICE CENTER IS 

NECESSARY.  THE JUDGE PROPOSED USING TAX NOTES TO FUND 

THE JUSTICE CENTER.  THE JUDGE PREFERRED USING TAX NOTES 

TO EXPEDITE THE BUILDING OF THE JUSTICE CENTER AND TO LOCK 

IN THE COSTS OF CONSTRUCTION AT PRESENT PRICES.   ANOTHER 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT DISCUSSED WAS THE VETERANS MEMORIAL. 

**JUDGE FLORANCE CALLED FOR A SHORT BREAK AT 10:05AM.  

COURT RESUMED AT 10:20AM** 
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 DISCUSSION OF LAND/DEVELOPMENT AND REVISIONS TO 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS:  COMMISSIONER MAGNESS 

SUGGESTED THAT EACH MEMBER SEND THEIR SUGGESTIONS FOR 

CHANGES TO THE LAND/DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS TO BRIAN 

WILLIAMS, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY.  THE COURT WILL HAVE 

A WORKSHOP TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED CHANGES NEXT 

TUESDAY.  BRIAN WILLIAMS, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY, 

STATED THAT A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE NECESSARY BEFORE 

ADOPTING ANY AMENDMENTS TO THE CURRENT REGULATIONS. 

 DISCUSSION OF ROAD AND BRIDGE DEPARTMENT STAFFING NEEDS:  

PAT NESMITH, ROAD AND BRIDGE DEPARTMENT, STATED THAT HIS 

DEPARTMENT NEEDED ADDITIONAL STAFFING.  HIS DEPARTMENT 

HAS STAFF RETIRING AND HE WOULD LIKE THE AUTHORITY TO 

ADVERTISE AND INTERVIEW TO QUICKEN THE PROCESS OF RE-

HIRING.  THIS ITEM WILL BE PLACED ON THE NEXT AGENDA. 

 DISCUSSION OF LEGISLATIVE ISSUES AND PLANNING FOR 

PARTNERS IN MOBILITY/MAY 28-MAY 29, 2008:  COMMISSIONER 

BEATY ADVISED THAT THE PARTNERS IN MOBILITY WILL BE MEETING 

IN AUSTIN ON MAY 28 AND MAY 29.  COMMISSIONER BEATY STATED 

THAT THE REGULAR CONSORTIUM MEETING WOULD NEED TO BE 

CANCELLED SINCE THE MEMBERS OF THE CONSORTIUM WOULD 

MOST LIKELY BE AT THE PARTNERS IN MOBILITY MEETING.  
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 DISCUSSION OF ETJ AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF ROCKWALL ON 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATION:  COMMISSIONER MAGNESS REVIEWED 

THE ORIGINAL AGREEMENT AND THE PROPOSED FIRST AMENDMENT 

WITH THE COURT AND DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED CHANGES.   

 DISCUSSION OF NEW COUNTY WEBSITE PROJECT: HIRING A 

COMPANY FOR THE COUNTY WEBSITE WOULD BE AN EXTENSION OF 

THE IT DEPARTMENT WITHOUT ADDING THE PERSONNEL.  

COMMISSIONER GRINNAN STATED THAT CIVICPLUS WOULD BE A 

GOOD FIT FOR THE COUNTY AND AN AGREEMENT WILL BE 

PRESENTED TO THE COURT FOR ACTION.  THIS ITEM WILL BE 

PLACED ON THE NEXT AGENDA. 

NO ACTION WAS TAKEN AND WITH NO FURTHER ITEMS ON THE 

AGENDA; JUDGE FLORANCE ADJOURNED THE WORKSHOP MEETING 

AT 11:20AM.  

 
 
 
 
    __________________________________ 

                                            LISA CONSTANT, COUNTY CLERK 


