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COMMISSIONERS COURT 
AUGUST 28, 2012 

 
 
STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF ROCKWALL 
 

BE IT REMEMBERED THERE WAS HELD A REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE COMMISSIONERS COURT ON THE ABOVE DATE WITH THE FOLLOWING 
MEMBERS OF THE COURT PRESENT: 
   

JERRY HOGAN  COUNTY JUDGE  
JERRY WIMPEE  COMMISSIONER PCT #1 - ABSENT 

  LORIE GRINNAN  COMMISSIONER PCT #2 
  DENNIS BAILEY  COMMISSIONER PCT #3 

DAVID MAGNESS  COMMISSIONER PCT #4 
SHELLI MILLER  COUNTY CLERK 

 
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY JUDGE HOGAN AT 9:00 A.M.   

THE INVOCATION WAS GIVEN BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN. 

THE PLEDGES OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES FLAG AND  

TO THE TEXAS FLAG WERE LED BY JUDGE HOGAN. 

ONE GUEST, ROCKWALL COUNTY RESIDENT TOM MILNER, SPOKE TO THE 

COURT REPRESENTING THE HOMEOWNERS OF GLEN ACRES ESTATES 

SUBDIVISION LOCATED IN MCLENDON CHISHOLM.  MR. MILNER STATED THAT 

THE ROADS IN THE SUBDIVISION WERE IN POOR CONDITION AND WERE 

UNSAFE AND REQUESTED THE COURT CONSIDER HELPING WITH ROAD 

MAINTENANCE.   

ITEM #1 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY INVITED ANY HOMEOWNER THAT WISHED TO JOIN IN 

THE DISCUSSION REGARDING THE ROAD CONDITIONS LOCATED IN GLEN 

ACRES ESTATES SUBDIVISION TO COME TO THE PODIUM.  MR. MILNER 
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DISCUSSED WITH THE COURT THE CONDITION OF THE ROADS IN THE 

SUBDIVISION AND POSSIBLE RESOLUTIONS.  THIS WAS A DISCUSSION ITEM 

ONLY.  NO ACTION WAS TAKEN. 

ITEM #2 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER MAGNESS, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING A LIST OF THE 2012-2013 PRESIDING, ALTERNATE AND EARLY 

VOTING JUDGES APPOINTED BY THE REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC PARTIES 

AS PRESENTED BY THE ELECTION ADMINISTRATOR. 

ITEM #3 

JUDGE HOGAN PULLED THIS ITEM CONCERNING THE TEXAS REGIONAL 

PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE PROGRAM. 

ITEM #4 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY JUDGE HOGAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

GRINNAN WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF APPOINTING THE 

CURRENT CANDIDATE, KIM SWEET, CHOSEN BY THE REPUBLICAN PARTY TO 

BE ON THE NOVEMBER BALLOT FOR TAX ASSESSOR/COLLECTOR, AND TO FILL 

THE UNEXPIRED TERM FOR SAID OFFICE FOR THE PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 1, 

2012 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2012, FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION AND 

RETIREMENT OF TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR BARBARA BARBER. 

ITEM #5 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY DISCUSSED WITH THE COURT THE CONGRESSMAN 

RALPH HALL SCULPTURE PROJECT RELATING TO PLACEMENT AND FUNDING.  
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COMMISSIONER BAILEY AND COMMISSIONER MAGNESS WILL MEET WITH THE 

PARTY OFFERING THE DONATION OF THE SCULPTURE AND BRING THEIR 

RECOMMENDATIONS BACK TO THE COURT.  THIS WAS A DISCUSSION ITEM 

ONLY.  NO ACTION WAS TAKEN. 

ITEM #6 

FRIENDS OF DOWNTOWN REPRESENTATIVE BARBARA COLESON REQUESTED 

THE COURT TO CONSIDER ALLOWING THE PLACEMENT OF TWO PARK 

BENCHES AND A CEMENT SLAB ON COUNTY PROPERTY AT THE HISTORIC 

COURTHOUSE AT NO COST TO THE COUNTY.  MS. COLESON ADVISED THE 

COURT THAT THE BENCHES WERE TO HONOR THE GROUP’S VOLUNTEERS.  

THE SLAB AND BENCHES WOULD BE PAID FOR BY THE FRIENDS OF 

DOWNTOWN AND BE OWNED AND MAINTAINED BY THE CITY OF ROCKWALL.  

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN TO ACCEPT THE OFFER 

TO ALLOW THE CITY OF ROCKWALL TO PLACE TWO PARK BENCHES ON THE 

GROUNDS OF THE HISTORIC COURTHOUSE.  ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

JON THATCHER ADVISED THE COURT THAT HE WOULD PREFER TO HAVE AN 

AGREEMENT IN WRITING.  MR. THATCHER WILL CREATE A LETTER OF 

AGREEMENT AND BRING IT BACK TO THE COURT FOR ACTION.  

COMMISSIONER GRINNAN RESCINDED HER MOTION.   

ITEM #7 

THIS ITEM REGARDING ASSESSING A $1.50 FEE TO MOTOR VEHICLE 

REGISTRATION WAS PULLED FROM THE AGENDA BY JUDGE HOGAN. 
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ITEM #8 

JUDGE HOGAN EXPLAINED THE PROCESS OF RESCINDING A BURN BAN IN THE 

COUNTY AND ADVISED THE COURT THAT THE NEWSPAPERS AND FIRE 

DEPARTMENTS HAD BEEN NOTIFIED THAT THE BURN BAN HAD BEEN 

RESCINDED BY JUDGE HOGAN.  THIS WAS A DISCUSSION ITEM ONLY.  NO 

ACTION WAS TAKEN. 

ITEM #9 

COUNTY AUDITOR LISA CONSTANT DISCUSSED WITH THE COURT HER 

RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING AUTHORIZING THE OPEN SPACE ALLIANCE 

GROUP TO MAKE APPROVED EXPENDITURES.  THE MOTION WAS MADE BY 

COMMISSIONER MAGNESS, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER BAILEY WITH THE 

COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF AUTHORIZING THE GREENWAYS-

WATERWAYS ALLIANCE GROUP THE ABILITY TO MAKE APPROVED 

EXPENDITURES AUTHORIZED BY COMMISSIONER WIMPEE OR THE CURRENT 

COURT REPRESENTATIVE ON BEHALF OF ROCKWALL COUNTY IN AN AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $5,000.00.  OPEN SPACE ALLIANCE GROUP REPRESENTATIVE 

NELL WELBORN EXPLAINED TO THE COURT THE VARIOUS EXPENDITURES THE 

GROUP PROPOSED.  

ITEM #10                                                                                                        
 
THIS ITEM PERTAINING TO GREENWAYS-WATERWAYS ALLIANCE GROUP’S  
 
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT WAS DISCUSSED AND ACTED ON WITH THE PRIOR  
 
ITEM #9. 
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ITEM #11 

JUDGE HOGAN REQUESTED THE COURT TO CREATE A LIST OF SUBJECTS TO 

BE INCLUDED IN FUTURE WORKSHOPS.  THE LIST INCLUDED CURRENT 

LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS, SALARIES, TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS, TRAINING 

AND DEVELOPMENT OF COUNTY STAFF, TECHNOLOGY AND PLANNING FOR 

GROWTH.  JUDGE HOGAN WILL SCHEDULE THE WORKSHOPS.  THIS WAS A 

DISCUSSION ITEM ONLY.  NO ACTION WAS TAKEN.  

ITEM #12 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY UPDATED THE COURT ON THE REGIONAL HEALTH 

PARTNERSHIP (RHP) STATING THAT THE DEADLINE FOR THE PARTNERS TO 

PROVIDE A LIST OF PROJECTS TO BE CONSIDERED WAS AUGUST 24TH. THE 

LIST OF PROPOSED PROJECTS WILL BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE COURT FOR 

CONSIDERATION.  JUDGE HOGAN ADVISED THAT THE TWO ROCKWALL 

HOSPITALS WERE CONCERNED WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF LOSING FUNDING 

FOR INDIGENT HEALTHCARE IF ROCKWALL COUNTY WASN’T PARTICIPATING 

IN THE DALLAS PARTNERSHIP.  THE JUDGE POINTED OUT THE OPTION OF 

PARTICIPATING IN THE EAST TEXAS RHP.  COMMISSIONER BAILEY WILL 

CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THE ISSUE AND KEEP THE COURT ADVISED.  THIS WAS 

A DISCUSSION ITEM ONLY.  NO ACTION WAS TAKEN. 

ITEM #13 

THE COURT DISCUSSED A REQUEST FROM THE LOCAL TEA PARTY TO USE 

LIBERTY HALL AT NO COST FOR A RALLY THE MAY BE ATTENDED BY 

GOVERNOR RICK PERRY AND ATTORNEY GENERAL GREG ABBOTT.  
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ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY JON THATCHER ADVISED THE COURT THAT 

IF A GROUP REQUESTED A VARIANCE, THE POLICY WAS TO ADDRESS THE 

REQUESTS ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS.  THIS WAS A DISCUSSION ITEM ONLY. 

NO ACTION WAS TAKEN. 

ITEM #14 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING A NOTIFICATION LETTER OF NON-RENEWAL OF THE FIRE ALARM 

MONITORING SERVICE AGREEMENT TO MASTER SOUND CO., INC. EFFECTIVE 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2012 FOR THE GOVERNMENT CENTER BUILDING. 

ITEM #15 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER MAGNESS, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER GRINNAN WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

RESCINDING PRIOR ACTION TAKEN ON JULY 10, 2012 AND APPROVING A 

REVISED ONE-YEAR INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY 

OF FATE FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2012 AT 

AN ANNUAL FEE OF $383,091.00 TO BE PAID BY THE CITY OF FATE. 

ITEM #16 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING A ONE-YEAR AGREEMENT WITH THE ROCKWALL COUNTY 

EMERGENCY SERVICES CORPORATION (ESC) FOR THE PROVISION OF 
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2012, AT A 

COST OF $99,187.50. 

ITEM #17 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING A ONE-YEAR AGREEMENT WITH THE ROCKWALL COUNTY 

EMERGENCY SERVICES CORPORATION (ESC) FOR THE COUNTY’S SHARE OF 

THE MEDIC RESCUE SUBSIDY FOR AMBULANCE SERVICES IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$239,823. 50 EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2012. 

ITEM #18 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY JUDGE 

HOGAN WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF APPROVING A ONE-YEAR 

AGREEMENT EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2012, WITH THE ROCKWALL COUNTY 

EMERGENCY SERVICES CORPORATION (ESC) FOR THE COUNTY’S SHARE OF 

THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND CONSULTING COSTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,815.00. 

ITEM #19 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER MAGNESS WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING THE FY2013 TEXAS VINE ANNUAL MAINTENANCE GRANT 

CONTRACT WHEREBY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE WILL PROVIDE 

GRANT MONIES IN THE AMOUNT OF $17,369.00 EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2012. 
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ITEM #20 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING THE TEXAS VINE SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH APPRISS FOR 

FY2013 IN THE AMOUNT OF $17,369.00 TO BE PAID BY THE OFFICE OF THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

ITEM #21 

COUNTY AUDITOR LISA CONSTANT ADVISED THE COURT THAT SHE, 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY, AND COUNTY AGENT TODD WILLIAMS MET WITH 

THREE OF THE VENDORS THAT PRESENTED THE LOWEST BIDS FOR 

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE SERVICES FOR ROCKWALL COUNTY FACILITIES TO 

CLARIFY THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE RFP.  THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED 

THE COUNTY AWARD THE BID TO AGS LANDSCAPING.  THE MOTION WAS 

MADE BY COMMISSIONER BAILEY, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER MAGNESS 

WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF AWARDING THE GROUNDS 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES AT ROCKWALL COUNTY FACILITIES FOR FY2013 TO 

AGS LANDSCAPING.  THE COURT WENT ON TO DISCUSS AT LENGTH THE 

CLEAN UP SERVICES NEEDED AT THE FACILITIES.  THE MOTION WAS MADE BY 

COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY JUDGE HOGAN WITH THE COURT 

VOTING 3-1 IN FAVOR OF AWARDING THE CONTRACT TO TROPICAL JOHN’S 

FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $9,000.00 TO ADDRESS CLEAN UP OF DEAD 

TREES AND PROPER TREATMENT FOR THE ROODS OF THE TREES AT THE 

LIBRARY, THE NEW COURTHOUSE AND THE VETERANS MEMORIAL.  
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COMMISSIONER MAGNESS VOTED AGAINST.  THE MOTION WAS MADE BY 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN WITH THE 

COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO SEND A 30 

DAY NOTIFICATION LETTER TO TURTLECREEK TO TERMINATE THE CURRENT 

LANDSCAPE SERVICE AGREEMENT.   

ITEM #22 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER MAGNESS WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING AN AMENDED INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH THE 

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY (TDPS) REGARDING THE FAILURE TO 

APPEAR PROGRAM. 

ITEM #23 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER BAILEY WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING AN ENGAGEMENT LETTER FROM PATTILLO, BROWN & HILL TO 

CONDUCT AN AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF ROCKWALL COUNTY 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2012, AT A COST NOT TO 

EXCEED $33,000.00. 

ITEM #24 

HUMAN RESOURCE DIRECTOR RANDY JENNINGS PRESENTED THE COURT 

WITH PROPOSED TRAINING SEMINARS TO BE PROVIDED BY TEXAS 

ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES (TAC).  THE MOTION WAS MADE BY 

COMMISSIONER GRINNAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER MAGNESS WITH 
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THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF AUTHORIZING HUMAN RESOURCES TO 

HOLD TRAINING SEMINARS IN OCTOBER 2012 FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS, 

DEPARTMENTS HEADS, MANAGERS, AND OTHER SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL 

AND APPROVING RELATED COSTS NOT TO EXCEED $2,500.00. 

ITEM #25 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER BAILEY, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER MAGNESS WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING THE FOLLOWING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

a) Minutes of previous meeting(s); 
b) Co. Clerk, monthly fee report(s); 
c) Co. Librarian, activity monthly report(s); 
d) Indigent Health, monthly expenditure/case report(s); 
e) District Clerk, Acknowledge Deputation of Deputy Clerks Lisa Lopez and Judy 

Wade; 
f) Co. Treasurer, monthly report(s); 
g) Auditor, Approve payment to Atkins North America, Inc. for engineering services 

provided thru July 29, 2012 at FM 3549 from SH 66 to IH 30 in the amount of 
$4,134.24; 

h) Auditor, monthly report(s); 
 

ITEM #26 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER MAGNESS, SECONDED BY 
 
COMMISSIONER GRINNAN WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF  

APPROVING THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS/DISPOSITIONS: 

A. Consolidated Collections to purchase from Consolidated Collections Capital 
Outlay: telephone including license @ an estimated cost of $500.00. 
 

ITEM #27  

THERE WERE NO NON-EMERGENCY BUDGET TRANSFERS. 

ITEM #28 

THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER MAGNESS, SECONDED BY  
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COMMISSIONER BAILEY WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF 

APPROVING PAID CLAIMS IN THE AMOUNT OF $316,845.70.  THE MOTION WAS 

MADE BY COMMISSIONER BAILEY, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER MAGNESS 

WITH THE COURT VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF APPROVING UNPAID CLAIMS IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $288,327.31.  THE MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER 

GRINNAN, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER MAGNESS WITH THE COURT 

VOTING 4-0 IN FAVOR OF APPROVING PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$517,037.14 FOR THE PAY PERIOD ENDING AUGUST 18, 2012. 

ITEM #29 - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JUDGE HOGAN LISTED THE SUBJECTS FOR FUTURE WORKSHOPS TO BE 

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES, TRANSPORTATION, ROAD BONDS AND THE BUDGET, 

SALARIES, TRAINING, TECHNOLOGY, SOFTWARE INSTALLATION AND COUNTY 

GROWTH AND ASKED THE COURT TO CONTINUE TO THINK OF ADDITIONAL 

SUBJECTS TO BE ADDED.  

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS BEFORE THE COURT, JUDGE HOGAN 

ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 10:58 A.M. 

 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
SHELLI MILLER 

ROCKWALL COUNTY CLERK 


